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ABSTRACT

Marriage is a universal phenomenon. Every natios it own legal age for male and female to condhet
marriage. The legal marital age prohibits the catidn of the child marriage. In India 47 percentwadmen aged
20-24 years are married before the legal age oyeE8s. In some parts of India, the married girks @ontinuing their
studies even after the marriage. The mean age ratag for the respondents works out to 19.73 yedrareas for their

husbands it works out to 28.15 years. The presgmepanalyzes the factors which are force themayearly.
KEYWORDS: Early Marriage, Married Girl Students and Faclofsiencing
INTRODUCTION

Adolescence period is a crucial period for evergividual because lot of physical, social and emmulo
development takes place. During adolescence pénitisiduals move toward physical and psychologicedturity and
economic independence, and acquire their adultitgeAccording to the World Health Organization (), adolescents
are individuals aged 10-19, while the broader téyouth” refers to the 15-24 age groups. About oifii-fof India’s
population is in the adolescent age group of 10yd&rs. Adolescents constitute perhaps the hedltgiesip in the
population, having the lowest mortality and mortjidiompared with other population age groups. Ha@rethe period of
adolescence, beginning with the onset of pubesya icrucial transition into adulthood. Most adodeds go through
adolescence with little or no knowledge of the bBedsnpending physical and physiological changes.ti@one hand in
Indian culture, talking about sex is taboo. Consedjy, little information is provided to adolescemtbout sexual health.
Instead, young people learn more about sexual aptbductive health from uninformed sources, whiesults in the
perpetuation of myths and misconceptions about phybmenstruation, secondary sex characteristibgsiplogical and
body changes. On the other hand, Indian culturenptes universal marriage. Arranged marriages alieveel to have
initially risen to prominence in the Indian subdaett when the historical Vedic religion graduaiigve way to classical
Hinduism (the ca. 500 BCE period), substantiallgpticing other alternatives that were once moremjprent
(Monger, 2004).

In the urban culture of modern India, the diffefatbn between arranged and love marriage is irsingédy seen
as a "false dichotomy" with the emergence of phesrmarsuch as "self-arranged marriages" and freesetwi the part of
the prospective spouses (Seymour, 1999 and Paw@fl8). In India, nearly half of young women (45 Pigrry before
the legal age of 18 years and this figure rises3t@ercent in rural areas (Moore et al., 2009)[amil Nadu, 24 per cent
of women aged 20-24 are married before the legalcdd 8 and in Salem it works out to 42.9 percéitICEF, 2012).
In some parts of India, the female adolescentsnggety when they are pursuing their studies and rtasriage either
arranged by their parents or love marriage withthe consent of their parents or love-cum-arrangestriage.
After marriage also, the female adolescents putiseie studies along with all difficulties. On th@ehand they have to

look after their family life and on the other hatigty have to take their studies. These life situstialso pose several
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problems to them. Hence in order to understandsti@al conditions of the girl students, the presesearch study

“A Sociological Study on Married Girl Students ial8m” has been carried out.
METHODOLOGY

The universe for the present study is the girl stisl who are married in Salem. Similarly the stislenust
pursue their degree courses in the regular motierdit the college or in the university. From thméverse, there are three
educational institutions have selected based upordnvenience and time. The selected educatiorsitutions are
Government College for Women, Salem, Sir Sakthida&hi College of Arts and Science, Salem and Peliyaversity,
Salem. From these three educational institutidreretare 80 respondents have been selected byamimgball sampling
method. A structure interview schedule has beed ase tool of data collection. The interview saleatontains personal
profile of the respondents, family particulars, atjenarriage, particulars of the husbands and proslexperienced by the
respondents. Before collecting the data, the rebees established a good rapport with the respdadenwell as created
confidence among the respondents. The researcperg 20 minutes to 30 minutes for each and evespamdent.
For analyzing the simple table, the researcheubead the percentile score, mean and standard ibevigbr analyzing the

two-way table, the researcher has used the chirsdeehniques.
RESULTS

The age of the respondents is concerned, 37. Tqrof the respondents are belonging to the agepgof
20 — 22 years, each 25 per cent of the respondeatbelonging to the age group of 18 — 20 years2@nd 24 years
respectively, and remaining 12.5 per cent of thepoedents are belonging to the age group of 24 -ye&¥s.
It is concluded that nearly two-fifth of the respents are belonging to the age group of 20 — 28sydde mean age of

the respondents works out to 22.64 years withradsta deviation of 2.85.

With regard to respondents faculty, 50 per centhef respondents are doing undergraduate degreesli.,
B.Sc., B.Com., more than two-fifth of the resportdgd2.5 %) are doing postgraduate degrees like. MASc., M.Com,
and remaining 7.5 per cent of the respondents@irgydesearch degrees like M. Phil., and Ph.D.. Wthe analysis made

with regard to faculty, the science faculty occgpige highest place (57.5 %) than other faculties.

While studying the respondents father’s level afieadion, nearly half of the respondents fathers7@80) are
completed primary level of education, nearly onedtlof the respondents fathers (30 %) are illitesatone-sixth of the
respondents fathers (15 %) are completed middleaddavel and remaining 6.25 per cent of the redgots fathers are

completed high school level education. The meansyefaschooling works out to 3.57 with a standaedligtion 4.13.

As far as respondents mother’s level of educatimoare than half of the respondents mothers (52.5afé)
illiterates, more than one-fourth of the respondemiothers (52.50 %) are illiterates, more than fooeth of the
respondents mothers (27.50 %) have completed pyinesel of schooling, 12.5 % of the respondents harg have
completed middle school education, and remainirtg) %. per cent of the respondents mothers have atetphigh school

education. The mean years of schooling works o@t@d with a standard deviation of 2.85.

With regard to respondents age at marriage, 27e5@gnt of the respondents got marriage at theohaf@ years,
26.25 per cent of the respondents got marriageeaage of 20 years, 22.50 per cent of the respésmden marriage at the
age of 18 years, 10 per cent of the respondentsngotiage at the age 21 years, 7.5 per cent ofdbpondents got
marriage at the age of 23 years and remaining pe25cent of the respondents got marriage at theohd? years.

The mean age at marriage works to 19.73 with alata@ndeviation of 1.47.
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While analyzing the age at marriage of the respotdéusband, more than one-fourth of the resposdent
(26.25 %) mentioned that their husbands age atiagaris 29 years, nearly one-fourth of the respoted€23.75 %)
indicated that their husband age at marriage ige28s, nearly one-fifth of the respondents (18.J5réntioned that their
husbands age at marriage is 27 years, 15 per tdm cespondents revealed that their husbandsnaggage is 26 years,
11.25 per cent of the respondents told that thesbhnds age at marriage is 30 years, and remafipgr cent of
respondents pointed that their husbands age atagaris 31 years. The mean age at marriage foramasbworks out to

28.15 years with a standard deviation of 1.40.

With regard to compulsion of marriage, more thao-fifth of the respondents (42.50 %) mentioned thair
mother compelled them for the marriage, nearly fongth of the respondents (23.75 %) revealed thair thusband
compelled them for the marriage, nearly one-fiffthth® respondents (18.75 %) said that their fattoenpelled them for
the marriage, nearly one-tenth of the (8.75 %)dat#id that their grandparents compelled them ferntiarriage and

remaining 6.25 per cent of the respondents accepétdhey compelled their lovers for the marriage.

Table 1: Relationship between Structural Variablesand Age at Marriage

. Earl Late Chi-Square
VIR Marriayge Marriage Uiel’? VaI?Je
Nature of Relationship
Blood Relationship 53 07 60
No Blood Relationship 08 12 20 19.91*
Total 61 19 80
Father's Educational Level
Less Education 48 08 56
More Education 13 11 24 9.21*
Total 61 19 80
Mother’'s Education Level
Less Education 46 06 52
More Education 15 13 28 12.21*
Total 61 19 80

* Significantts level

The above table highlights the relationship betwtbenrespondents age at marriage and the blootboredhip of
the husband, father's educational level and mosheducational level. On the basis of mean age atiage
(19.73 years with a standard deviation of 1.47,rdspondents have been divided into two groups.réspondents who
got marriage between 18 years and 20 years, theg g®uped as respondents with early marriage. |&imithe
respondents who got marriage between 21 years angears, they were grouped as respondents withnhaiage.
The chi-square value shows that there is significalationship between the respondents age at agarand the blood
relationship of the husband. It means that theaedpnts who got marriage at early years with tl@dlrelations either

through father or mother than the respondents vatdage marriage.

With regard to father’s education, the mean yeéiscbooling works out to 3.57 years with a standdediation
of 4.13. On the basis of father’s level of eduaatithe respondents have classified into two grolp® respondents
fathers who have completed up {bgtandard they are categorized as less educativevacs and the respondents father's
who have completed abové& 4tandard they are categorized as more educathievers. The chi-square value indicates
that there is significant relationship between tbgpondents father’'s education and the age atamarrit means that the

less education achievers arranged the respondamtige at early years than the more educatioresets.

While considering the mother’'s education, the mgaars of schooling works out to 2.04 with a staddar

deviation of 2.85. On the basis of mother’'s levéleducation, the respondents have categorized timto groups.



32 C. Gobalakrishnan & K. Shunmapriya

The respondents mother's who have completed upg“tst@hdard they are grouped as less education achiane the
respondents mother’s who have completed abovendatd they are grouped as more education achielieeschi-square
value reveals that there is significant relatiopshétween the respondents mother’s education anddbk at marriage.
It means that the more education achievers arratigedespondents marriage at late years than g dducation

achievers.
CONCLUSIONS

This paper highlights that three-fifth of the resgents (60 %) are living in the rural area and 5%@r cent of
the respondents mentioned that they are first dhildheir family. The respondents parents also émucation achievers.
All these factors influence their mother (42.50 &6 father (18.75 %) to compel the respondentsaoymin the early
age. Therefore it is concluded that counselingisestshould also be arranged for parents and thimseling section
mainly focused to arrange the girl children’s magg in the latter years when they are physicallgntadly and morally
strong. Such type of marriage also ensure good epamarital years, good health outcomes for offsprilow rates of

maternal mortality and marital violence.
LIMITATIONS

The present study conducted only minimum numbepardents. For making generalizations of the coimtus

then it required a considerable number respondents.
REFERENCES

1. George Monger (2004). Marriage Customs of the Wéwdh Henna to Honeymoons (ISBN No. 978-1-57607-
987-4). Retrieved frorhttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/arranged _marriage_ime tIindian_Subcontient

2. Heidi Rika maria Pauwels (2008). The Goddess ae Rioldel: Sita and Radha in Scripture and on Sc@edard
Scholarship Online. Oxford University Press, Newk@SBN No 978-0-19-536990-8).
Retrieved fronhttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/arranged_marriage_ime tIindian_Subcontient

3. Moore A.M,, Singh S, Ram U, Remez L and Audam 808. Adolescent Marriage and Childbearing in India

Current Situation and Recent Trends. New York: @atther Institute.

4. Suan C. Seymour (1999). Women, Family and Chilce@aindia: A World in Transition. Cambridge Unigéy
Press, London. (ISBN No. 978-0-521-59884-2).

Retrieved fromhttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/arranged marriage ime tindian Subcontient

5. UNICEF (2012) Child Marriage in India: An Analysi$ Available Data. New Delhi. 173.



